
The Forks MPOThe Forks MPO
What is an MPO?



A METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) IS THE POLICY BOARD
OF AN ORGANIZATION CREATED AND DESIGNATED TO CARRY OUT THE
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS. MPOS ARE

REQUIRED TO REPRESENT LOCALITIES IN ALL URBANIZED AREAS (UZAS)
WITH POPULATIONS OVER 50,000, AS DETERMINED BY THE U.S. CENSUS.

ROLE OF THE MPO



W h a t  d o  w e  m e a n  b y  t h e  3 C s ?W h a t  d o  w e  m e a n  b y  t h e  3 C s ?   

• C o n t i n u i n g  –  o n g o i n g ,  b r i n g i n g  f o r w a r d  t h e
w o r k  o f  t h e  p a s t  a n d  r e - e v a l u a t i n g  a s  m o r e  i s
k n o w n ,  t o  c o n t i n u o u s l y  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .

• C o o p e r a t i v e  –  w o r k i n g  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h
t h e  p u b l i c ,  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s ,  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  a n d
f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s .  S o m e t i m e s  d e l a y i n g  t h e
n e e d s  o f  o n e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e
g r e a t e r  g o o d .

• C o m p r e h e n s i v e  –  t h o r o u g h ,  s t u d y i n g  a l l
m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a l l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
n e e d s ,  a n d  a l l  p o t e n t i a l  s c e n a r i o s  i n  a  m u l t i -
d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p r o a c h .  



T h e  M P O  m u s t  p l a n
f o r  r e g i o n a l

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
n e e d s  w h i l e  b e i n g

r e s p o n s i v e  t o
c o m m u n i t y  i n t e r e s t s
a n d  l o c a l  p o l i c i e s .

T h e  M P O  i s  t h e
e n g i n e  d r i v i n g

r e g i o n a l
c o l l a b o r a t i o n

a n d
c o o r d i n a t i o n .

T h e  M P O  i s  t h e
r e q u i r e d  " f o r u m  f o r

c o o p e r a t i v e
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  f o r
t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n

a r e a " .
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M P O  p l a n n i n g
i n v o l v e s  m a n y

c o n t r i b u t i n g
a g e n c i e s  a n d
m u s t  i n v o l v e

t h e  p u b l i c .

Why do MPOsWhy do MPOs    exist?exist?



O u r  M P O  H i s t o r yO u r  M P O  H i s t o r y   
J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1 9 8 1  m e e t i n g1 .

w e  a r e  n o w  a  D e s i g n a t e d  U r b a n i z e d  A r e ai .

L e t t e r s  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 8 2  a n d  N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 8 22 .

d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  a s  a n  M P Oi .

B y l a w s  a d o p t e d  J u n e  2 3 ,  1 9 8 23 .

a m e n d e d :i .

J u n e  2 5 ,  1 9 9 21 .

M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 9 32 .

J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 9 43 .

A u g u s t  1 7 ,  1 9 9 84 .

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 9 95 .



W h e r e  d o  M e t r o p o l i t a n  P l a n n i n gW h e r e  d o  M e t r o p o l i t a n  P l a n n i n g
O r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( M P O s )  e x i s t  i n  N D ?O r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( M P O s )  e x i s t  i n  N D ?   

M i n o t

B i s m a r c k - M a n d a n

F a r g o - M o o r h e a d

G r a n d  F o r k s - E a s t
G r a n d  F o r k s

M i n o t  –  C o m i n g  s o o n



W h e r e  d o  M e t r o p o l i t a n  P l a n n i n gW h e r e  d o  M e t r o p o l i t a n  P l a n n i n g
O r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( M P O s )  e x i s t  i n  M N ?O r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( M P O s )  e x i s t  i n  M N ?   

R o c h e s t e r

F a r g o - M o o r h e a d

G r a n d  F o r k s - E a s t  G r a n d  F o r k s

M a n k a t o / N o r t h  M a n k a t o

S t .  C l o u d

L a  C r o s s e

D u l u t h  -  S u p e r i o r



M P O  R e q u i r e d  P l a n n i n g  A c t i v i t i e s :M P O  R e q u i r e d  P l a n n i n g  A c t i v i t i e s :

U n i f i e d  P l a n n i n g  W o r k  P r o g r a m  ( U P W P )1 .

T a s k s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  p l a n n i n g

a c t i v i t i e s

i .

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I m p r o v e m e n t  P l a n  ( T I P )2 .

P r o j e c t s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  L R T Pi .

 M e t r o p o l i t a n  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P l a n  ( M T P )3 .

G o a l s ,  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a c t i o n si .

P u b l i c  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  P l a n4 .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d

k e y  a f f e c t e d  g r o u p s

i .



M P O  S t r u c t u r eM P O  S t r u c t u r e
T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  ( T A C )

F H W A  -  K r i s t e n  S p e r r y

F T A  -  R a n e a  T u n i s o n

N D D O T  -  W a y n e  Z a c h e r / M i c h a e l  J o h n s o n

M N D O T  -  E r i k a  S h e p a r d

G F  E n g i n e e r i n g  -  D a v i d  K u h a r e n k o / C a r t e r  H u n t e r

E G F  E n g i n e e r i n g  -  S t e v e  E m e r y / D u s t i n  F a n f u l i k

G F  C o u n t y  -  L a n e  M a g n u s o n / T o m  F o r d / N i c k  W e s t

M N D O T  D i s t r i c t  2  -  J o n  M a s o n / T r o y  S c h r o e d e r

P o l k  C o u n t y  -  R i c h  S a n d e r s

G F  P l a n n i n g  -  R y a n  B r o o k s / A n d r e a  E d w a r d s o n

E G F  P l a n n i n g  -  N a n c y  E l l i s

G F  T r a n s i t  -  D a l e  B e r g m a n

B N S F  -  N e l s  C h r i s t i a n s o n

G F  A i r p o r t  -  R y a n  R i e s i n g e r



M P O  S t r u c t u r eM P O  S t r u c t u r e
E x e c u t i v e  P o l i c y  B o a r d

G F  C o u n t y  -  M a r k  R u s t a d

P o l k  C o u n t y  -  W a r r e n  S t r a n d e l l

E G F  C i t y  C o u n c i l  -  B r i a n  L a r s o n

E G F  P l a n n i n g  &  Z o n i n g  -  M i k e  P o w e r s

G F  P l a n n i n g  &  Z o n i n g  -  A l  G r a s e r

G F  C i t y  C o u n c i l  -  T r i c i a  L u n s k i

E G F  C i t y  C o u n c i l  -  C l a r e n c e  V e t t e r

G F  C i t y  C o u n c i l  -  K e n  V e i n



Looking at it differentlyLooking at it differently



I-29 and TMC
Joint Application

MPO area
Joint Application

Internship
Partnership



"A CITY IS NOT AN ACCIDENT BUT THE
RESULT OF COHERENT VISIONS AND AIMS."

Leon Krier


